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Following the donor-designed path to the $2.2 billion secret debt http://bit.ly/3WQ-Hanlon
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty
Comment: something will turn up: http://bit.ly/28SN7QP
Oxfam blog on Bill Gates & chickens:
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/will-bill-gates-chickens-end-african-poverty/
Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique
by Teresa Smart and Joseph Hanlon is on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer
Gas for development or just for money? is on http://bit.ly/MozGasEn
__________________________________________________________________________

Dhlakama extends
cease fire for 2 months
Having talked on the telephone last night with President Filipe Nyusi, Renamo head Afonso
Dhlakama announced this morning that the temporary cease fire had been extended for two
months, to 4 March 2017.
In a press conference last night (Monday 2 Jan) after the telephone call, Nyusi said the cease fire
had been positive, and that Dhlakama told him that "there had been no government attacks". But in
his telephone press conference at 9 am local time this morning (3 Jan), Dhlakama said there has
been some violations by the government of the one week new year cease fire.
http://noticias.sapo.mz/lusa/artigo/21712802.html http://opais.sapo.mz/index.php/politica/63politica/43069-afonso-dhlakama-confirma-tregua-por-mais-60-dias-.html
In his press conference, Dhlakama said he had received assurances from Nyusi that defence and
security forces would stop attacks on Renamo, and this includes groups that carry out attacks and
kidnappings of Renamo members and delegates at district and provincial levels. (AIM Pt 3 Jan)
Dhlakama stressed that the political dialogue must continue in the presence of international
mediators. And he said that the Government and Renamo will appoint experts to the subcommittee
drafting the proposal for a law on decentralization to be submitted to parliament. O Pais today (3
Jan), in an article written before the Dhlakama press conference, said the extension was to allow
parliament to debate the decentralisation proposal.

Assassination. Jose Naitele, a senior Renamo official in Nampula and former MP, was
murdered outside his home in Nampula city on 29 December on the second day of the cease fire.
Gunmen opened fire on his car, which was hit by more than ten bullets. Naitele’s widow told
reporters that her husband had been facing threats. “Yesterday he told me he was being followed,
and no longer felt safe”, she said. (AIM En 30 Dec)
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Comment

Can Frelimo respond
After a long period with no contact, two direct telephone conversations between Nyusi and
Dhlakama are clearly a positive step. They have resulted in a temporary cease fire and will
revitalise the stalled negotiations; the mediators gave up and went home last month. Dhlakama
has taken the initiative to make the phone calls and call the cease fire, probably as a way of
responding to the divisions within Frelimo which have paralysed the talks.
Frelimo seems so divided that it is extremely difficult to agree a negotiating position - a position
that applies to the debt as well as the war. From the start, some in Frelimo wanted to defeat
Renamo militarily and opposed serious negotiations. Then there was opposition to the international
mediators demanded by Renamo. There has been a decades-long struggle over how much power
to decentralize to municipalities and this carries over into the negotiations, with strong opposition to
elected governors and to any formalisation of decentralization that would give power to governors
not named by a Frelimo president.
Renamo has underlined that the priority issue of the negotiations is to agree a decentralisation
proposal to be put to parliament. In November Frelimo proposed an expert subcommittee of the
joint negotiating commission to draft a proposal for parliament. Renamo objected on two grounds that the commission excluded the mediators, and that the government negotiators had no authority
to make concessions because of the sharp divisions within Frelimo. Dhlakama appears to have
now agreed to the expert committee, but also demanded the return of the mediators - he has
always seen the mediators as a protection against being tricked by Frelimo. And Dhlakama has set
an effective deadline - the negotiators need to agree something to go to parliament within the next
two months.
This is not straightforward for two reasons. First is the divisions within Frelimo, noted above. But
second is that in negotiations, Dhlakama has taken an all-or-nothing stand, and has rarely been
prepared to compromise. In this case, he wants Renamo governors in six provinces and he
expects them to have substantial power. Will he accept a lesser form of decentralization that would
ensure at least some Renamo governors? But until Frelimo agrees a negotiating position, it cannot
put Renamo on the spot.
Meanwhile, Nyusi has been careful not to declare any form of cease fire on the government side.
For each cease fire, Nyusi announced after a telephone conversation that Dhlakama would make
an important announcement the next day. This suggests Nyusi could not gain internal Frelimo
agreement for a formal cease fire. But it also reflects a political point - the government claims that it
is only Renamo which is waging war and therefore solely for Renamo to stop shooting.
The assassination plus statements by the police (who are largely fighting the war) that patrols and
convoys would continue suggest some opposition to the cease fire. It appears that Nyusi has
enough power to curb government military actions, but not enough to say so publicly.
Mozambique's main business association, the Confederation of Economic Associations (CTA), in a
statement issued Friday (Lusa 30 Dec), said the war was hurting business and called on Nyusi to
take a direct and personal lead in the negotiations.
Dhlakama has taken the initiative, and it is for Nyusi to respond. But much more is required from
both sides. For there to be an agreed proposal for the next parliament session, there will be a
month of hard negotiations in the expert subcommittee, which will require flexibility on both sides.
Until now, flexibility has been in short supply.
jh
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Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014
and are inviting scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElecData
========

Books by Joseph Hanlon
Bangladesh confronts climate change: Keeping our heads above water
by Manoj Roy, Joseph Hanlon and David Hulme
Published by Anthem Press
http://www.anthempress.com/bangladesh-confronts-climate-change-pb

Chickens and beer: A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique by Teresa Smart
and Joseph Hanlon
In pdf format, 6 Mb file, free on http://bit.ly/chickens-beer
E-book for Kindle and iPad, http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NRZXXKE

Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento
by Teresa Smart & Joseph Hanlon. Copies are in Maputo bookshops or from
KAPICUA, Rua Fernão Veloso 12, Maputo; Tel.: +258 21 413 201 or +258 21 415 451
Telm.: +258 823 219 950 E-mail: kapicuadir@tdm.co.mz / kapicuacom@tdm.co.mz
Outside Mozambique, we have a few copies we can send from London. Please e-mail j.hanlon@open.ac.uk.

Zimbabwe takes back its land
by Joseph Hanlon, Jeanette Manjengwa & Teresa Smart is now available from the publishers
https://www.rienner.com/title/Zimbabwe_Takes_Back_Its_Land also as an e-book and
http://www.jacana.co.za/book-categories/current-affairs-a-history/zimbabwe-takes-back-it-s-land-detail

Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? by Joseph Hanlon & Teresa Smart
is available from the publisher http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=13503

Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South
by Joseph Hanlon, Armando Barrientos, and David Hulme
Most of this book can now be read on the web tinyurl.com/justgivemoney

=============================
NOTE OF EXPLANATION:
One mailing list is used to distribute two publications, both edited by Joseph Hanlon. This is my own sporadic
"News reports & clippings", which is entirely my own responsibility. This list is also used to distribute the
Mozambique Political Process Bulletin, published by CIP and AWEPA, but those organisations are not linked
to "News reports & clippings"
Joseph Hanlon
=========

Mozambique media websites, Portuguese:
Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz
O País: www.opais.co.mz
@Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz
Diario de Moçambique (Beira): http://www.diariodemocambique.co.mz

Carlos Serra Diário de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com
Mozambique media websites, English:
Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/
Rhula weekly newsletter: http://www.rhula.net/news-announcements.html
Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/
Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/
=============================
This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open
University.
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